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CAFE CARDINAL

HOTELS ¢ VIETNAM

ome hotelsare known for
dividing publicopinion.
Bold, brash, lavish; you
eitherlove themoryoudon’t.
Afteralmost two weeks’
travelling from the north of
Vietnamtothe southerncapital of
HoChi MinhCity, I'mintrigued tosee
why The Reverie Saigon isoneabout
which peopleseem sopassionate.
Aslstepoutofthe incandescent,
geoderesin art elevator into the
ornate, seventh-floor lobby of this
Italian-designedstay, it's
immediatelyobvious.
Thisisahotelthat doesn’t do
things in halves. Imported Italian
marble coversthe floors and walls,
creatinga decadentcanvastor vibrant
floral mosaics, anenormous, swirling
canary yellow and cobalt blue carpet
and plush, Baroque-style decor. Gold
isdripping fromtheelevatorsand
from the oversized [talian furnishings,
includinga custom-mace Baldiclock
and agilt, 5Sm-long Colombostilesola,

handmade in purple ostrich leather
and threaded with amethyst.

A memberof the prestigious
Leading Hotels of The World group,
andtheonly hotelin Vietnamto be
accepted intoitselite portfolioof luxe
digs, The Reverie Saigonis not
lackingin personality.

SKY HIGH
Layered gold, marble, silk, glassand
crystal,this 286-room, Vietnamese-
owned hoteloccupiestheupperlevels
ofthe 39-storey Times Syuare
Building in HoChi MinhCity’s up-
market District 1. It may seemclichéto
suggest my 32nd-tloor room floatsin
the clouds, but the wraparound, floor-
to-ceilingwindowsand lofty views
over Saigon River really do have me
hoveringin heaven.
Takingtheadvice of one of my
travelacquaintances, like achild, |
test my courageand steponto the
interior window ledge of my room,
leaning my whole body against the

glass skyscraper toget afeel for the
dizzying heights. Goon, giveitago.

THEDIGS
Nothingshort ofopulent, the hotel's
extravagant design ethos may not be
toeveryone’staste, butitgrowson me.
My Panorama Deluxe Room isless
showy than the lobby andsomeof'the
mostexpensive suites, including the
two-storey Presidential Suite. Rather,
itimpartsasense ofcalm. A pillow
menu accompanies the fluffy,
kingsize bed, which is backed by a
tutted silkheadboard in mint,anda
Baroque-stylestanding chandelier
dressesonecorner of the room.
Classic details are paired with mod
cons, such aselectric curtains, handy
built-in universal sockets tor
clectronicsanda TV that disappears
into the dresser. After turndown each
night, itbroadcasts the cosy fireof
yourdreams, whichbegstobe
enjoyed with the bottleof red inthe
complimentary minibar.
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THEWETROOM

Smoothedin neutral-toned marble
(whichisabit slippery underfoot).
with dual washbasins, natural light, a
showerand bath withriver viewsand
aTV,thebathroomis an extension of
the hotel's immaculateItalian design.
Shelf'space for toiletries islimited.
but thesumptuous Hermesamenities
should suftice,if youwishto packlight.

THECITY
A merestroll from some of Ho Chi
Minh City's best landmarkssuch as
the French colonial Opera House.
neoclassical Central Post Oftice and
historic Reunification Palace, The
ReverieSaigonisaretreatinthethick
of District I'ssophisticated centre.
[soakupthe city overafew hoursin
theevening onthebackofavintage
scooter with Vespa Adventures. A
welcome assaultonthe senses, the
Saigon By Night tourisa whiz of neon
colour, motorbikes and flaming pans.
We fill our bellies with signature
eats from south Vietnam, including
banhxeopancakes, mussels with
peanutsand fried frog, followed by
nightcaps at Cooku Nest,abar where
mostly couplessit by candlelight
listeningto live Vietnamese ballads.

THEEATS
Breakfast unfoldsinahush of
crinklingnewspapersand tinkling
silverware at Cafe Cardinal, wherea
buftetofchicken pate, sushi,
smoothies, prosecco, dried fruit
and Vietnamese optionsisonoffer.
Poached egg with asparagus, foiegras
andtrufflecanbeordered alacarte.
Forlunch, I dineonup-market
Cantonese at The Royal Pavilion.
wherel create my owndimsumof
succulent prawn dumplings, stewed
chicken feet, barbecue pork bunsand
deep fried porkdumplings. A few
streetsdown is Aussiechef Luke
Nguyen's Viet nam House, owned by
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GETTING THERE
Vietnam Airlines flies direct to
Ho Chi Minh City from Melbourne
and Sydney. vietnamairlines.com

STAYING THERE
The Reverie Saigon has opulent
rooms with sky- high city and river
views from $335 anight.
thereveriesaigon.com

The Reverie Saigon - with itsgently
spiced waygu beef phoandIberico
porkand prawn onrice paper.alesson
inculinary tfinesse.

THESPA
Spread out over twofloors, the
pampering parlour is asopulent as the
restofthe hotel, with marble tloors. a
grandstaircase, pink carpet and gilt
trims. | blissouttotheTibetan-
inspired Five Clementstreatment,
which involves aromatherapy oils, hot
poultice compress, hot stoneson my
chakra points and a sweeping massage
withjust the right amount of pressure.
Savetime tounwindintheglowing
Himalayansalt saunaandalternate
dimension-like colourtherapysteam
room,looking morelike a nightclub
than wellness portal. The outdoor
pool, thougl small, isthe pertect place
to reset among the skyscrapers.
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